
Please RSVP to Isral DeBruin, Outreach & Communications Director 
at either debruin@edtogether.org or (414) 331-1894.

Event Background 
The beginning of a new school year and the roll out of updated performance benchmarks 
provide an opportunity to look at where Wisconsin education has been, where we are, 
and where we need to go.
Despite some consistent high marks, Wisconsin’s overall academic performance 
masks some of the largest achievement gaps in the country. 2011 WKCE data reveals 
economically disadvantaged students’ math and reading proficiency rates were more 
than 26 percentage points lower than their middle- and high-income peers. Our 
achievement gaps are a statewide problem. Green Bay, Racine, and Madison all have 
achievement gaps greater than Milwaukee’s while Appleton and Kenosha are close.
Wisconsin has long enjoyed a reputation as a public education vanguard, but multiple 
forces are preventing us from meeting our full potential.

Host Background
EdTogether is an education policy and advocacy group committed to advancing 
educational excellence for all Wisconsin students through collaborative policy design, 
research, and advocacy. EdTogether’s policy focus areas are based on preventative, 
rather than reactionary, approaches to close Wisconsin’s opportunity gaps. Currently, our 
primary agenda includes further expanding access to quality early childhood education 
and advancing opportunities for learning beyond the traditional K-12 school year and day.
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