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INFORMATION SERVICES

545 " Wiest  Dayton - St.v

Kart Kigfer, Chief Information Officer "

To: Daniel Nerad, Superintendent
From: Kurt Kiefer, Chief Information Officer
Date:  July 9, 2009

Re: Private/Parochial, Open Enroliment Leave, Open Enrollment Enter, Home Based Parent Surveys

This memo is a summary of the results from the surveys completed during the past school year with
various parent groups whose children reside within the MMSD attendance area but receive certain
alternative education options. Also included are results of the survey conducted with non-residents who
attend MMSD schools via the Open Enroliment program (i.e., Open Enroliment Enter).

Background

H
Groups were surveys representing households whose students were enrolled in one of four different
educational seltings. MMSD resident students attending privaie/parochial schools, MMSD resident
students aftending other public schools via the Open Enrellment program, non-resident students
attending MMSD schools via the Open Enrollment program, and MMSD resident students provided home
based Instruction.

The surveys were conducted between December 2008 and February 2008. The surveys were mailed to
households or they could complete the survey online. Two mailings were conducted — the initial mailing
to all households and a second o non-respondents as a reminder request. Total group sizes and
responses are provided below.

Group Households Househp§ds Housaf_}olds
Surveyed (#) Responding (#) Responding {%)
Private/Parochial 11565 418 36
Open Enroll Leave 336 75 24
Open Enroll Enter 154 35 23
Home Based 224 41 18

Private/Parochial Summary

A large majority of respondents attend a small number of Catholic elementary schools and have done so
since their children became elementary school aged. Three of five respondents indicated their children
began their private or parochial schooting experience in Kindergarten. Two thirds of respondents had
never attended an MMSD school. Of the one third of respondents who had attended an MMSD over half
spent less than two years in an MMSD school.

Parents cited two primary reasons for their decision o have their children attend a private or parochial
school: environmental concerns and access to a religious education. Environmental concerns often
referred to disruptive student behaviors and discipline practices. There was a high correlation between
these two reasons, i.e., when a parent cited one of these they also often cited the other as well.



Curricular reasons were clted by many respondents as well and often referred to talented and gifted
orogramming options and issues.

Roughly thirty percent of respondents would consider attending MMSD schools if school choice options
were provided beyond their home atiendance area school. Just over {en percent would consider enrolling
in an MMSD full-time online school/program if one were available.

Open Enrollment Leave Summary

An equal amount of students that attend a public school ocutside of MMSD via Open Enroliment are
continuing students versus students who leave after attending a MMSD school. Of these respondents 70
percent attend districts who share boundaries/neighborhoods with MMSD. Over one quarter “leave”
before ever attending Kindergarten while another one third leave between levels (i.e., elementary school
grade 5 to middle school grade 6, middle school grade 8 to high school grade 8). In other words, three of
five students who leave MMSD for a non-resident public school district via the Open Enroliment program
do so in only three of the thirteen grade levels, i.e., Kindergarten through grade 12.

A majority of parents whose children attend another area school district via Open Enrollment cited
environmental concerns with in the school as their reason. Nearly one third of parents whose children
were currently attending a non-resident public school district via Open Enroliment indicated they would
explore a full-time online program if offered by MMSD. Just less than one in five respondents reported
they would investigate school choice options within MMSD if they were available.

Open Enroliment Enter Summary

A large majority of families that responded attend Madison Metropolitan Schooi District as continuing
students that have moved outside of MMSD during the current school year. This is a practice aftowed
under the Open Enrollment statute. Parents who attend MMSD under Open Enrcliment cite atiending
schoot with friends and curricular programs as the fop reasons, representing two of every three
respendents.

Home Based Summary

A large majority of households that home school their children and who responded io the survey cite
environmental concerns as their primary reason for making that decision. Parent control and flexibility
combined with environmental concerns accounted for over half of the primary reasons reported by
respondents. When asked if their students ever attended an MMSD school over half responded that they
had previously aitended.

Nearly one third of the respondents reported they would be interested In a full-time online option. Just
over one in five parents indicated they would be interested in a school choice option. MMSD also has an
option that allows home schooled students the opporfunity to take up to two courses per semester as a
part-time student. One third of households responding to the survey did not know of this option and of
those three-quarters wanted more information on how to enroll in these classes.
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Summary of Private School Survey
July 2009

Overview

The survey of parenis whose children reside in the Madison Metropolitan School District attendance area
and attend a private or parochial school was conducted between December 2008 and February 2009,
The source of the parent list included names provided by the private and parochial schools for inclusion in
the MMSD student information system and those who apply through the MMSD for a transportation
contract to attend the private and parochial school. Two mailings were made, one with the initial survey
and a second to households that had not replied after a two week period as a reminder. A total of 1,155
surveys were mailed to households (representing over 1,586 students). There were 418 households who
responded representing a 36 percent response rate.

Descriptive information

A large majority of households responding to the survey reported they attend a small number of Catholic
elementary schools and have dohe so since their children became elementary school aged. Of the
reporting households, one in five had chiidren attending Queen of Peace Catholic Elementary School.
Other frequently cited schools were St. Dennis Catholic Elementary School (13%), Eagle School (10%),
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Elementary School (9%), and Edgewood Campus Cathelic School (8%). All
other schools represented less than five percent of the household respondents. When asked at what
grade level their children began attending a private or parochial school over 60 percent indicated their
children began their private or parochial schooling experience in Kindergarten.

When asked if their children had ever attended an MMSD school the parents of students currently
altending private or parochial schools who responded to the survey roughly two thirds indicated they had
not. Of the one third of respondents who said they attended an MMSD school prior to enrolling in an area
private or parochial school over thirty percent reported their children having spent one year or less in the
MMSD school and another 20 percent reported spending less than two years in an MMSD school.

Survey Responses

Parents whose children attend private or parochial schools cited two primary reasons for thelr decision to
have their children attend a private or parcchial school: environmentat concerns and access to a religious
education. Curricular program options were cited by several parents as well. The remaining factors were
much less important.
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The following are examples of comments relating to "Environment Concerns.”
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+  More order, not 90% of energy spent on 1-2 kids that weren't ready for school af any grade level.

«  Although there were many supportive teachers and staff, there were afso a sufficient number that creafed a hostile
environment {moving kids arbitrarily, referring to certain groups of kids as "slippery” or otherwise questionabie it caused my
daughter to lose faith in the system.

»  Public schools cannof handle all the society issues which makes for disruptive behavior in the classroom, which would reduce
what our children couid learn.

e lackof dress code,

« |wanfed to send my child to a school where parents tend fo be more involved - and in my opinion a much better environment
for my child.

»  Wanted our children to receive a high quality and challenging educalion in a well disciplined environment, Didn't want them fo
be “held back” because the feachers had to deal with discipline Issues or feach "down" o the class because of slower
students, Wanted a loving environment where hugs can be given and recelved without being called "sexual harassment,”

s Concern about a disrupfive classroom environment thaf leads fo an unproductive learning experience.

s Emphasis in the classroom weighed more on discipline than instruction.

« My son is a follower and we were concerned about what he was being exposed fo.

*  There is order and accounfability in private schools!

»  Qurfew limited experiences/exposure to Madison schools is ils lack structure end discipfine. it appears that the students lack
respect for teachers/each other,

. The secular progressive agenda was over-whelming. Teachers had foo much difficulty handing problem children. It took away
from my ‘normal” child. My second grader was starting fo deal with aggressive kids. There Js not enough supervision for the

kids, The front doors of the school aren'f even locked??? | saw small kids wandering the halls all the time. Discipline and
structure were non-existent.

e School district is too liberal, Worried about sexual teachings foo early.

»  The elementary school was overcrowded and many bullies and mean kids were bussed into this school. The stéff had litfle
interest in helping when my child was bullfed, My child was relieved fo go fo a different school.

The following are examples of comments regarding “Religious Education:”

s« Morals, ethics and religious educatfion are important fo us.

«  Actually alt neighborhood friends go to the public schools. We liked the small town/community feel at St. Dennis with only one
efassroom per grade level "everyohe knows everyone.” We also fike the multiple opportunities for field frips, unique fundraisers
that would NEVER he allowed in a public school. We love that they van have Chiistmas pariies, birthday parfies and celebrate
holidays that are important in our faith that would not have happened in a public school.

e Curchildren aftend a Catholic school and our primary reason for sending them is the reinforcement af schoo! of the beliefs we,
as parents, instill af home.

«  We just wanted a faith based currculum. We wanted our children fo be able lo say prayer, mention God, efc. We have a
schoof that gives great education plus spirituality that is the best of both worlds,

»  Level of academic excellence at High Point Christian Schoof. Christ centered educalion; nurfuring environment with feachers
who pray for this sfudents. Want to be able to say "Merry Christmas” and/or Happy Easter without fear of protest,

s {also affended St. Dennis many years ago, my wife also went to Catholic School. We also like the strong disciling at this
school,

+  The MMSD has fo fry so hard o please everyone that the kids miss out by not being able to celebrate Halloween or talk about
and celebrate Christmas/Hanukah or anything that might nof be "politically correct.”

«  Madison FPublic Schools are shooting for "middle ground"” as far as academics and morality are concerned.



*  Fartoo liberal {conservalives feel persecuted).

« [was concerned abouf the fevel of challenge and affention possible af Midvale which would have been our home school. The
environment did not seem entirely good.,

Of the roughly cne third of parents who indicated the curriculum was a factor in their decision to attend a
private or parochial school many often reiterated the religious curriculum as a factor. Over one third of
the respondents concerned with curriculum factors mentioned their desire to seek a religious curriculum
for their children, When other curricutar comments were mentioned they fell into some broad categories
including the MMSD having a weak curriculum (17%), concerns with a talented and gifted curriculum
(13%), and the availability of Spanish course offerings (10%). All other curriculum comments were made
by less than ten percent of the responding parents.

The following comments are examples of the factor associated with “Curricular Programs:”

Weak Curriculum

«  Qur oldest is attending L.a Foliette now, Coming from private elementary/middle school we do not feel she has been
challanged {academically) as much as students are in private school. Needs more direction/encouragerment.

«  We felf there was tco much time spent on behavior management and less time on core subjects. Math program was weak and
fagrs behind other schools. Music and wrifing were also weak.

*  The Lakeview School reading/math scores in relation to other public schools was exfremely poor. Thal indicates to us a
remedial environment, or an environment where it is difficult for leachers to teach -- rather more fime spend disciplining or
doing remedial work -— perhaps the basics couldn’t be achleved.

e Math, sclence and music. The math program in MMSD is not acceptabie to my standard.

e This school offers history, grammar, forgign language and a strong science studies af the elementary level. Not as strong as it
could be, buf a lot sfronger than Madison Public elementary.

«  Blessed Sacrament has a more demanding currictlum with very high standards.
»  More arls and music, more rigorous curriculum. Students frack by ability level and smaller environment,

s The entire grade fell behind in math - parents got & leffer int 3rd grade telling us all were receiving unsafisfactory grades
because standards weren't me by curriculum. He still is behind in math facts from that.

»  We are unhappy with the middle school (academic grade levels) in our school district {Tokl Middle Schooi)
« e felt the private school has a more compelitive educational environment overall (so the bar is a little higher).
»  Math primarily. Also reading.

s Curriculum is af an advanced level for all grades as a matter of course. Teaching materials are old scheol buf extremely
successiul,

e My child was not being challenged fo read or do malh concepts to their skilf level, She then began fo stop her skill level in both
areas. Upon switching schools - enfering the private she was way below level and had a lot fo catch-up. in the MMSD she
was In the top groups of her class, '

«  We feel our ghildren receive a betler education at their private school, Student who graduate from St Dennis tend to find
public high school very easy. Thus, St Dennis students are ahead after graduating from 8th grade.

s Curricutum/interactions with peers was nof challenging.

Talented and Giffed (TAG) curriculum issues

«  Ourdaughter is in need of a classroom of peers that understand her and work at a gifted level, In moving from out-of-state,
Madison public schools just don't offer the challenge/curriculum needed for her fo thrive academically.



* Weak middle school curticufum at MMSD; concern over loss of TAG resources/choices; disinterested responses from teachers;
lack of confidentfality, respect and sensifivily exhibited by some teachers.

¢ The school is for gifted and falented kids and has a very challenging curriculum. Our daughter was bored and into trouble at
our schoof of residence.

*

My daughters attend/altended Eagle School since Eagle does an exceflent job of challenging each student af the proper leve/
on each academic subject,

We've chosen a school for academically advanced students fo provide a fuller day leaving less time for our daughter (6th
grade} to occupy with social agenda.

« My son is very bright and was bored and not being challenged fo his abilifies. We also felt way too much time was spent on
indoctrination of social issues instead of teaching the basics. .

«  Advanced reading.

Talented and Gifted Program and Accelerated Math.

*

The school we chose, Wingra, is betfer suited for handiing my child's tafents and gifts. Despite some excepltional people within
the TAG office the overall environment seemed hostile fo accelerated or enriched programming.

Gifted programs

Our daughter was not challenged by the curriculum at Van Hise Elementary. We had minimal help from the TAG Coordinator
(minimaf to non-existent).

After tafking to parents and principals, we were foid that MMSD has no funding or programs for acadermically gified children
and that taking above-grade-fevel classes was not allowed. We chose a private schoo! fo keep our students academically
chalfenged,

L]

Gifted program -accelerafed, individualized learning, Eagle School

Everyday math! Teachers don't know how to feach math. Lack of TAG support!

We found if very difficult {somefimes impossible} for schools fo adapt in ways necessary fo accommodate our son's high test
scores, e.g. TAG opportunifies.

. Qur sontls smart, The TAG program af Van Hise was helpful, buf the school's small size provided limifed flexibility. Looking af
the two teacher options as we confemplated 4th grade, we decided to move him to Eagle.

TAG programming at elementary level was insufficient.

. We found insufficient programming and support for gifted and falented children af Lake View Elementary. We sktpped our
daughter ahead one year while she was there but it still wasn't enough.

Qur school (Stephens) lost SAGE; we did not like the student: teacher ratios that resulfed. Also lack of TAG program.

»  The paucily of programming for giffed/talented studenis led us {o Eagle School. Cur son was reading af the 12th grade fevel in
Kindergarfen, and despite his FABULQUS teacher's terrific efforts, there was simply ne way the standard curriculum could
keep him stimuiated.

Gifted Programming - after visit Leopold and talking with parents and staff, we did not fee! comfortable that our daughter would
reach her full pofential in the MMSD.

Lack of adequate TAG programming/support,

Talented and Gifted Program

Spanish curricylum
«  Spanish, piano and violin Gr. Pre-k & 1 respective
«  Spanish- foreign language af elementary level

. Spanish, Computer Lab{MAC), Lifurgy, Pledge of Alliance, morning prayer, efe, :



. Spanish, music

*  Good computer access, Spanish offered and very strong science program at Edgewood. Our local elementary has poor math
scores.

«  Spanish, more art, more music, IB program in the high school, more individual teaching.
»  Spanish two fimes a week starting in kindergarien, up-fo-date computers and classes; typing in fourth grade

+  We wanted fo add a Spanish program for our some af an early age, also piano and stringed insfrument. Madison Country Day
offers these

. Actually when rmy son started school af Lindbergh there was quife a few who didn't speak English in his K class and because of
that English was considered the Znd language and | was frying to get him fo start learning Spanish

* Spanish, Religion
s Ourdaughter s learning Spanish afready In kindergarten and will be taking plano as part of the curricutum next year.

«  Small class size, Spanish Curriculum from first grade to 8th grade. Concerned over decisions in the school,

The data were explored to determine whether certain factors were related to other factors. A correlation
analysis showed that parents who cited a desire for religious education as a factor for atiending a private
or parochial school were extremely likely to also have cited environmental concerns as a factor as well
(r=.2001, p < .0001). Other strong correlations were between cioser {o home and closer to schoo), and
the child's choice fo attend the school and attending with a friend. Both of these relationships are
intuitive. All other relationships were only modest to weak.

MMSD Options

Two questions asked respondents if they might be interested in attending MMSD schoois under specific
circumstances. One guestion inguired about the parent's interest in enrolling their child in a full-time
online school or program if such an option were offered by MMSD. A second guestion asked if they
would attend an MMSD school other than their home attendance area schoo! on a transfer if they could
choose that school. Ten percent of the parents responding to the cnline question indicated they would
explore a full-time online program if offered by the MMSD, and another two percent indicated they might
consider it. The school choice option was favored by 22 percent of the respondents as an alternative,
with another eight percent indicating they might consider a choice fransfer if one were made available to
them. The most commonly cited schools to which parents would choose a transfer were Shorewood

Elementary School, Franklin/Randall Elementary Schools, Hamilton Middle School, and West Htgh
School,

General Commenis

About one third of the respondents provided general open ended comments at the end of the survey.
The most common topics related to academics and the schoo! environment. Religious education,
talented and gifted programming, school choice, and behavior were also cited frequently in this portion of
the survey. Communication, safety, and school size were less frequently mentioned.

Percent of
Topic Respondents
Academic 14%
Environment 14%
Religious 11%
Talented & Gilted (TAG) 11%
Schooi choice 10%

e



. Percent of
Topic Respondents
Behavior 8%
Communication 7%
Safety 8%
School size 5%

Academic comments

1 have heard from neighborhood friends that their children do not have spelling tests. They also say they can not "show" their
chitdren how to muitiply to solve a math problem. The teachers want the children to figure out math problems on their own
without help.

It is my opinion and belief that my child is receiving a higher quality of education provided by her private school. She has
fiiends in our neighborhood who attend a Madison school, and the children never have homework, and are always inferested in
learning. - .

Sibling attended La Folletle High. A/P classes offer best academic option for a student moving from the academic level of
grade school {(private} to public high school. Example most Si. Dennis Spanish students enter Spanish I in public high school.

Qur daughter was affending 6th grade at Whitehorse and offen came home crying because of mean students, rude behavior,
fouf language and disrespect! for the feachers. As parents, we feff very uncomfortable with the atmosphere af Whitehorse, It
always seemed very loud and chaotic. In a nutshell, i just didn't seem fike a positive learning environment. She was getiing
straight A's, never had any homework and wasn't being chalfenged academically. At ALCS, her grades have faken a hif
because the curricutum is more challenging. In fact, we've discovered that both of our children are a full grade behind af ALCS
because of the MPS curricuium. In general, at the MPS there is a lack of respect for authority and no accountabliity by the
students for their actions. Personal responsibility doesn't exist, and isn't being taught, If's not just MPS buf sociely in general.
ALCS offers better academics and a better education. Our kids are learning how to be good citizens as well as sfudents.

As the son of parents who were both public school teachers in Michigan, 1 did not hesitate to send my own daughter, to
Madison Public Schools. In fact, Madison's reputation for having a fine public school system is one of the reasons for moving
here in the late 1990's. Af that time [ had the option of also sending her to Westside Christian School as well, but choose fo
give MMSD a chance. Forthree years she aftend Glen Slephens Elementary.  The kindergarien and first grade experiences
provided an adequate educational base, although it was evident that the curriculurn was nof chaellenging. Forfunately, I was
able fo supplement her school lessons with more challenging examples at home. If wasn't until she atfended second grade
that | truly became dissatisfied with Madison schools for a variety of reasons that | am happy to share with you. During
registration, | always fike to meet the new feacher and infroduce myself. The year her teacher was nof available. Despite
numerous atfempts to contact the teacher fo get a supply list and find out where fo meet on the first day of school, | received
no responses. The day before school started, 1 finally learned from the front office that her teacher was scheduled fo be on
maternity leave, but they could not provide me with the name of the substilute or fell me where we needed to go to line up. On
the first day of school, while ofher teachers were outside infroducing themselves and showing the kids where fo line up,

Our daughter's teacher was nowhere fo be found. After ten minufes and several inquiries fo other teachers regarding the
whereabouts of the substitufe, a few of us parents were able to gel into the schoo! and found the classroom. Shortly afterward
their teacher show up at the room and told us we needed fo be outside. After another parent explained that we were only
there because there was no one outside providing direction for this class, she fold us to head out and she would be out shortly.
She came up just as the bell was ringing and other classes were proceeding in. Needless fo say, this did not start us off on the
right foot,  The rest of the semester was very trying. It was obvious that our daughler was nof being challenged by the class
work, She would come home on Mondays with the entire week of math assignments and would complete the whole worksheet
in less than ten minutes. She would fell us about the classroom being *very foud and confusing” and sometimes hard fo do
assighments because of "boys that didn'f foilow the class rufes but the teacher didn'f make them.” The lack of order in the
classroom became an issue which | brought up at the first Parent Teacher conference. The teacher said it was because she
had some “mainstreamed students” that required additional atfenfion so sometimes she didn't have fime fo monitor the
behavior of the ofher children. She went on lo tell me that my daughter had & problem with being impatient, This was
surprising fo me since no other teacher had ever observed that kind of behavior. When | asked her to provide an example she
sfated thaf our daughter would finish her class work before most of the other kids, but would have fo wait to have it checked
and she would grow impatient while she was helping others. She was nol allowed to go on until the work was checked over
and yef she was waiting for the feacher fo explain the concepts again fo other students. I asked if she could just check our
daughter's work s she could move on, buf the teacher stated "if doesn't work fike that and your daughier will just need to learn
patience." She seemed very unwilling fo help the situafion. There were other incidents fike this that, while minor, made the
first semester frustrating. And | know not fo judge a school simply due to the actions of one teacher. However, already
dissatisfied with the lack of challenging curriculum and the confusing éxperience | began considering other options. Cther
evenis that happened that same year at the school board and district levels helped me decide that perhaps the pricrities of
MMSD were not the best option for my family. These included: 1) The same week that Madison news stations were reporfing
a rise In Chicago based gang activity in the Madison Junior Highs, the Board was feverishly debating junk food and voting to
ban vending machines from the schoofs. This really shows misplaced priorities. 2} Then came the news about g teacher af
ane of the middle schools who gave a mandatory writing assignment fo the students to "write a letfer of protest against the war



in Irag fo a public official and demand an immediate withdrawal of US froops.” Parents of the students were required fo provide
envelopes and postage, regardless if they agreed with this opinion. When the grandmother of a student whose parents were
both proudly serving in the military objecied fo the use of public schools to promote a polifically sfanted agenda, her alfernative
suggestion of alfowing students fo write lelfers of encouragement to soldiers overseas was rejected. The Board backed the
decision of the teacher to give a failing grade fo any student who did not fulfill the assignment. If the purpose of the
assignment was to write a lefter the content should not have been dictated. 3) In December of that year, the 2nd and 3rd
graders at Glenn Stephens were presented with overviews of different refigious festivals from around the world. | discovered
this when | found a small piece of paper in my daughters backpack saying "(Daughter's name) Ramadan Thoughts.” Having
taught classes on comparative religions myself, | was concerned about the confent of what was being taught. | contacted the
feacher who explained thaf this program was fo expose children fo major religious festivals from a culfural point of view. She
explained that in addifion to Ramadan, they were going fo talk about others stich as Diwali, Winter Solsfice, and Kwanzaa.
When ! asked if they were going fo talk about Christmas she sald they were going to talk only about the Hispanic cultural
fraditions of "Feliz Navidad." When ! pointed out that this was not providing "equal time” to Christianity, she explained that
"children gef enough exposure to that oulside of school already.” As with the example above, these kinds of decisions seem fo
be a bit inequifable. In addition fo these examples there are many others ! could cite about the MMSD spending taxpayer
money in wasteful ways: on new buiidings when some are nol near capacily; on programs designed to promote social
engineering rather than provide baslc education; on continuing to promote faited reading and ESL programs which need fo be
revised; on taxi cabs for students that habitually miss the bus; and so many others. Is it any wonder that the Madison Schools
fail the "No Child Left Behind" festing? If is not dus fo the fact that the tesf was "unfair because if was in Engifsh” as Mr.
Rainwater tried fo excuse, It is because MMSD is failing to spend the money on the basics and on programs with proven
results. A calf fo civil disobedience to overtum NCLB as Mr. Rainwater advocated is nof the answer. Responsibility and
accountabifity are the answer. This can be done while sfill "teaching lo the whole child" as he suggests. Westside Christian
School does "teach to the whole child,” providing art, music, and physical education classes that are much more structured
than those we encountered at Glenn Sfephens, Guest speakers and fleld trips are more frequent, Science and A Fairs are
held on alternating years. Qur daughier has been able to parficipate in extracurricular music programs including strings, piano
and band and sports programs (volleyball team, basketball team, cheerleading, frack} much earfier than she could have in the
MMSD programs. Her math and English skills were assessed when she starled and she was able to move to the next higher
level in each so she stays challenged and inferested, {And she still maintains A's). Students are expected to be respectivl fo
their teachers and their peers and they are held accountable for their acfions — as are the parents. There js culturat as well as
socio-economic diversity within the sfudent body with no repercussions or need of special programs o provide accepfance or
inclusion o promote a safe learning environment, Most importantly, the average Westside student has consistently scored
higher in standardized festing over the past several years than the average MMSD student. The most incredible thing is that
alf of this is accompiished at a much lower rate of spending per pupll. | understand that Madison prides ifself on its self-
proclaimed "social progressiveness” and that the school board policles tend to reflect the opinions of the vocal majority of the
city. However, with the economy the way i Is, continuing with programs that are nof cost effective seems fo be one of the
reasons for people looking elsewhere for educational affernatives. In fact, I know of two families that followed our move from
Glenn Stephens to Westside the year after we swilched. Again, having parents who were public school feachers, | understand
that the vast majority of Madison schoof teachers are very passionate about their jobs and devoted fo their students.
Unfortunately, | just feel that MMSD has declined in quality since 1988. Every responsible parent wanis the best education for
this child, Therefore if was a sad, but not difficult decision fo pull my daughter from the district and send her to private school,
Before | was a parent, | gladly gave my taxes fo support public education. | continue to gladly do so foday because | feel
education, more than enliflement programs, are the way to progress scelely. MMSD is welcome fo my property taxes fo
educate the children of this cify as the duly elected members of the school board deem necessary. However, unfess massive
changes are made back {o the frue focus of public education in the eity, | will confinue to willingly pay additionaf fee each year
fo send my own daughier {o a school that provides high qualily educational opportunities in & safe learming environment.
Thank you for this opportunily fo present my reasoning. | wish you success in your tenure as Superinfendent,

My oldest child has been in Madison Public Schools, he is now in high school, ke is & very bright kid but he is not a self-starter
and has fallen between the cracks in the public schools, there are foo many distractions in the classrooms and not enough
support, Teachers cannot effectively feach because they have so many behavior problems to try fo deal with buf cannot due fo
fear of lawsuits and IEP's. | have 3 younger children in private school who are leaps and bounds ahead of their brofher all
because | could not afford private school when my oldest was litife. | had my oldest in a virtual school recenfly and he did a
thousand times better. it is definitely an option | would consider again.

Our son aftended Shorewood in ‘99 for 1/2 year. The math program was weak so we left.

Incoming freshman at Edgewood, coming from private schools, by and large are betler prepared than kids coming from public
schools. From our observations and comments from parents of public high school studants - i appears as though academic
sfandards and expectations are higher at Edgewood and Blessed Sacrament. | attended public junior high and high school in
Milwaukee gradualing in 1976, It was an incredibly frusirating experience due fo all the inferruplions of disruptive students. |
have seen Madison schools reaching in the same direction and | wanted better for my kids.

And we are sad we walted that long to change. | was on a huge public school proponent and was saddaned by the poor
education we received with MMSD,

There are parts of Eagle (class size, for exampie) that are difficuif fo replicate in the public schools, Some things can be
replicated with success in the public schools, in my opinion. Eagle uses instructional material that is very engaging. The
school also has high teacher expectations. There were 2 feachers at Van Hise who my children experienced that were
incompetent, yet they remained employed. Although costly, foreign language should be required as soon as possible in
elementary school,



«  West is an excellent high school {if you take the nght classes). Buf the elementary schools in Madison are a joke and middie
school does not have any academic confent at all.

« | ses now MMSD need as sfronger, more comprehensive areas of study/earning curriculum (1 hesitate to use this word, as ifs
very misunderstood} there is not enough learning happening In the area of academics i the E.S. levels, and we're losing it in
our Middle Schools. Please maintain the Exceltence of Academics in our High School - we need fo continue to Compete in the
world!

»  Deear Mr. Nerad, I'm thrilled you and your feam are taking the ime to solicit parent feedback. | wish you and Ms. Wolf the best
of luck in re-directing the Madison schoof and TAG programs. Cur daughier needs a schoof that Madison elementary schools
can't at this point provide. That's OK for us, because we are lucky to have EAGLE School which Is a gem. Not all gifted kids
know about it or can afford fo attend. That being said, we would Jove to aftend Madison Public High Schoof when the fime
comes. As a Harvard College alumni Interviewer, | am very concemed with the systematic decline of West High School, The
glimination of AP courses is a huge disadvantage fo the mightier students who need to take these courses for college
applications. fts unrealistic and unfair to think West students should fravel to Memorial fo fake the classes they need. We
have world ciass scientists and educators come fo the UW. Madison needs to take seriously the educalion of their children
who offen are in need of the challenging classes and teachers that places like West are disbanding. The ability of UW fo
recruit world class people is a strafegic assetl. Who is going to move their bright kids o & school system that does not alfow
them fo reach their potential?? Recognizing that my personal and exfra-curricular activities skew foward supporting our most
talent children. | recognize you have many cormpeling constituencies fo balance. I'm hopeful that your administration can
rebuild the competitiveness of our high schools in placing studenis af the best U.S, colleges. Given that there has been a
significant rise in foreign naticnai/applications/acceptances et our best universities, has increased pressure and qualifications
bar for U.8, high school students. I's fair to say that Madison Public high schools are generally not reaching the potentiaf that |
personally a Harvard College Interviewer would like to see. There is no reason they can', if you and the rest of the school
administration choose fo build National Class Public High Schools. Should you ever wish to discuss this more, I'would be glad
to. Best of luck and thank you for soliciting comments.

+«  Now that we've been in the new private school we've realized that the rigor of academic teaching is much betfer than what we
had af Crestwood., While there were elements of satisfaclion while af Crestwood (especially in K-2 and music/arf) the 3-§
grade experience for my daughter was horrible (especially in hind-sight now) where she’s sfruggled fo catch-up to her peers in
6th grade. She lacked teaching of organizational skills, studying habits, book reports, stales capitals, ete. (BASICS). Her
grades at Crestwood were "great” so we did nof know belter. We regref having not made the move sooner,

s [atfended St. Dennis as a child then Madison La Follette High School, so I have personal expetience with both private and
pubic education, There seems fo be a higher expectation of academic performance and effort in a private school, since they
are smaller, the child is not overlooked in the crowd, We chose Madiscn Country Day School so our child would be in an
environment where every teacher is passionate about their work, every subfect is taught in the most effective méthod, and the
close communify weuld foster a love of learning and exploration into adufthood, We chose this private school for what it
offered, not necessarily for what MMSD couidn't or didn't offer.

»  Ourdaughter (aftended K-5 & Kennedy) is & student who tends fo do only what Is expecfed of her academically. At Eagle
School she js forced fo work at a higher level just to keep up with the rest of her class. While her schoof's population is much
less diverse (a definite negative) there are also far fewer discipline issues among her classmates (a definite positive). We have
been involved public school parents and believe in the role of public schools, but feel our daughter's personality wouid be best
served at Eagle for her middie schoof years. We expect to re-enroll her in a MMSD high school at grade 9.

. Wingra has a strong program all around. 1} Team faught, mixed age classrooms; 2) Integrafed curriculum; 3} Focus on whole
child social and acadernic growth; 4) Small size 5-14 yr olds together; 5) Loving atmosphere; 8) Students are taught to fake
charge of their own learning; 7} No grades - infernal mofivation to leam; Strong all-schoof traditions.

Environment comments

»  The overcrowding and un-desirable environment of Leopold, as well as bad recollections of Madison schools from the 1960s
(Hawihorne elermentary), in contrast fo the high caltber, strict, challenging buf very encouraging environment of private school,

* A safe environment is paramount. Strong leadership from the Principal down fo the teachers is next in line. My child was
threatened with being stabbed, was chased down by three other children who's intention was fo beat him up (those three were
put up to it}

»  We have moved out of Madison now, buf as an educalor's daughter, I want my child fo be in a focused leaming environment. |

remember things like getting picked on at funch and recess and the feacher spending all her time with the kid who wouldn't
lisfen,

«  We never even considered a private school for our children before we were exposed to MMSD Middle Schools. MMSD middie
schools are disgraceful. You need fo gef the schools under confrol, Hopefully our HS options will be better in 2 yearst (I doubt
it, however.) I've seen a number of large fights culside of your HS (Lafollefte). The violsnce is oufrageous.



We liked the MCDS community and classroom culfure of character, respect for feachers & peers, personal responsibility, love
for learning and community service. Public schools seem to folerate so much ferrible behavior.

want my child in & safe environment in an atmosphere of discipline, love and respect. | am not &t all convinced he would get
that at an MMSD School.

Elvehjem Elementary would have been the MMSE elementary school our kids wouid atfend, and we've heard nothing but good
things; we probably would have been happy sending them there. However, I'm not sure there is any middle school w/in MMSD
to which I would've been comfortable sending my kids. Also, since the beginning of this school year, 2 or 3 1st graders have
transferred fo St. Dennis from LVM, so I wonder about that, Having worked as a police officer for the City of Madison for 7+
years | was amazed at the # of calls we received 1o the elementaty schools for behavior issues (in addition to middle and high
achool) | knew COPS officers who taught safely curriculum @ the 4th-5th grade level in both MMSD schools and private
schools, and noted huge differences in classroom/campus behavior. All said the teachers were outstanding but it was obvious
that other environmental factors played a role In level of student respect of each other and adulfs, We wish fo send our kids to
a school with families that share the same beliefs on respect, atfifude and behavior., Having said thaf, we had had a good
experience with a foster son who went through Sennett and La Follette. However, the thought of sending our kids fo one of the
MMSD high schools concerns me. I'm nof sure that any of the private opfions are any befter w/regards fo {-)s such as
drugs/alcohol, but | think personal safety would be better. Also, | would prefer a smaller school.

We feel strongly that a child's long ferm success sfems from a strong educational foundat!on. These goals are achieved by
providing students with challenging curriculum. However, we believe that additionally you must train children to respect those
in authority, to be disciplined in their actions, and fo understand the value of education. Unfortunately, public schools have tied
the hands of their teachers and administration so that the students can baslcally do what they please. Our college age
daughter spent several weeks observing studenis in an East side elementary as part of her curriculum. She observed students
who were “outf of control.” This is not a strong learning environment, When you remove moral values, this is the result,. Thatis
why we send our children to a privafe school.

We sfarfed Kindergarten at Leopold, but withdrew for 2nd semester. The issues we had were behavioral. Our son is a bright,
well-behaved child, but extremely influenced by his environment. When he saw that mishehavior was the best way fo gef
atfention, we started having issues. The other problem was not having different levels of instruction. He was bored with what
they were doing, but pretended he could nof do more in order to fit in. Pre-screening could be done in Kindergarten fo
determine what level children are at right always and could eiiminate some possible behavior issues. While not alf bright kids
will fit into 'gifted’ category, they would benefit from being pushed more.

Mast everything is on the front, Ultimately we had a horrible experience. Our son is very intelligent but also incredibly
sensitive. We feif that people were not listening to us or him and were just looking fo "fix the child,” not the environment. At
Blessed Sacrament, the environment is consistent, clean, orderly and the expectations for all of the children is the same. A

much better environment for our son. We hope to move him back into the public schools in 6th grade if he has firm footing and
feels secure. .

Infegration fowers the education level in the classrcom due fo home problems, language issues and lower social standards,
This Is not fair to the average middie-income child who is sent to school fo learn. Suggestion. 1) Allow neighborhood schools
where children can walk to and from school (NO forced Busing), 2) Require parents to be responsible for the child's education
and participate in the classroom; 3} Do nof lower education standards for children w/discipline, drug, language problems; 4) Do

niot offer 4 year old kindergarten. Parents should be responsible for 4 yr ofd education programs - not the city, Stafe
Government!

My daughfer did go to Falk for Kindergarten, where her brother had gone 3 years before. There had been a spot for her in K at
Queen of Peace, but we really wanted her fo be able fo be in {teacher name)} K class (plus, Falk had full day K, QF had only
1/2 day). Her class was more than 50% "special needs” sfudents - emoffonial, behavioral, etc. The teachers and T.A. spent a
farge portion of their time and energy everyday dealing with these students. I was nof the greatest year (2 examples: 1} one
classmate "friend” would call cur house late at nighf - somefimes as lale as midnighf. We could always hear a houseful of
aduits in the background., Sometimes she asked for my daughter, somefimes she said nothing. Caller ID showed the caller.
We stopped answering and furn the ringer off; 2) one day afer school my daughter asked if | knew that "fxxk" was a real word.
I told her | did but it was a very nasty word that neither aduits nor children should use and she should nof usesrepeat It again.
She said that 2 of her classmates used it alf the time.} | don't have anything against any special needs children, mainstreamed
or not, nor do | belfeve any child has any less of a right to a quality education than another. However, when emotional and
behavioral issues dominate the instruction fime, it interferes with the education that (most of} the chiidren are there for. We
were very fortunate that Q.P stilt had an opening for our daughter for first grade. FYI our son was on & waiting Jist at QF but an
opening never happenead for him - he wenf all the way through Falk & Toki and is now af JMM and did nof have the issues we
had with our daughter's year. She will, by the way, be attending JMM year after next.

We are still strong supporters of public schoof education. Qur son graduated from Madison East in 2008 and did have some
positive relationships with leachers and administrators buf was also infimidated af times by the aggressive and *
disinferest/disruptive students in the building. He resented having his classes disrupted by these students.



* My husband was a MMSD student through 12fh grade. He regrels the educalion he rec'd and is disgusted w/what's happening
in his schools foday. My parents pulled me from public school affer buillying Issues arose, no academic challenge and
encouragement by school staff that | would hate my parents in middle schoel. | am a graduate of Edgewood High.

s My daughters went to public schools in Rice Lake before we move here, | am a public school teacher and have always been a
sfrong supporter of public education. | was nof Impressed with what | saw at Jefferson. Too many red flags. | also toured
John Muir. | had a much better impression of that schoof's overall atmosphere.

+  Comments from MMSD teachers: 1) on a child pushing and hiting another child: “Oh let them be, they'll work it ouf. The child
hurt was unable to respond to negoliafe the situafion. 2) on seeing a 4-year old unassisted: Oh, don't teach him that, if he
afready knows that, he'li just be bored in school. 3) on class size: My class had doubled in size since | starfed, there's no way
I can spend time with every kid. The ones who have melidown end up with getfing alfention. From a parent: we spenf an hour
and half on homework last night - we spend at least an hour most nights and she is in 2nd grade - we don't have time for
anything else.

+ | have two students at La Folleffe (9th & 12th graders. St Dennis has a mix of people of different culfures, ethnic backgrounds
and refigions. Yet I've never heard my kids say anything negative about these differences until they get fo high school. Once
they get to high school they see the fights and negaiive language - culture shock. Then they wanf to steer clear of the very
groups they had no problem with prior fo high school. This Is disappointing. Respect, spiritualily, community service,
teamwork are all as valuable as academics. These are tools people use, in the work world to be successful.

Religious commenis

«  The MMSD is so concerned abouf cafering to the vocal minority and being inclusive and pofitically correct that there is no moral
compass and even less any mechanism for that direction fo be expressed by administration and staff.

. Qur primary reason for not choosing MMSD was thaf we wanted a Catholic education. Another perceived disadvanfage
however, was the overcrowding at Leopeld, our local school and the uncerfainty about future action for that problem.

*  Expulsion of problem students; metal detectors; ending the anti-Christian atmosphere, other religions seem lo be more
acceplable?? And limited mainstreaming.

. 1. Parents are actively involved af our school 2. Taking God out of schooi DID NOT WORK.

»  We seriously looked into our neighborhood MMSD grade school - three different fimes for financial reasons - however chose in
the end to find a way to pay the tuition for a Christian education and what seems fo be stricter discipline (granted only three
visits buf is was inifial impression).

»  We, as parents, also wanted to find an environment where the majority of students and parents valued the same educational
values as we. We looked for a very high achieving school academically, but also a school where the church js your schoo!

family and vice versa. The ability fo study, play and worship together on weekdays and weekends interfwines our fikes and
makes us all sfronger.

. The Madison Public Schools have faken poiitical correctness to stch an extreme level that | do not feel comfortable entrusting
my children fo them. Christians are not given the same respect and appreciation as those in the minority. When children go
o field trips and are faught about "mother earth” as if she is & God, that's out of line, When they feach sex ed using profection
as the answer rafher than opting fo stay pure, I'm not comfortable. When an elementary school boy shows his private parts to
a second grader on the playground, yet Is not reprimanded, that’s unacceptable, I've heard stories such as these for years
now, I'm just thankful that we have the option of having our children aftend a school with morals in line with our own. If we
could not afford it, we would move to an oullying community rather than send our kids to MMSD. it's really sad how our
schools have deteriorated because not only did | attend public school, but my father was a public school feacher in Madison for
over 30 yrs. He agrees that the school system has lost ifs way in its attempt {o cater to the minority and be polifically correct.
Very sad.

«  !'wouidn'f consider sending my children to a Madison public school because having a religious aspect is important fo me. Quite
frankly, I don't support the nofion of not celebrating holidays so as not to offerid someons else. | also worry about the
atmosphere in public schools conceming safefy and bulling. Unfortunately, Madison Pubic Schools have never been and
never will be an option.

=  Thank you for seeking inpuf from the parents within the school district with your recent survey. You are to be commended for
making this effort, though ! have little confidence that sharing my views will resulf in any substaniive changes at MMSD, |
apologize in advance for my cynicism and frustration on this topic, but since you asked: | do not send my kids to public schoo!
because | think the public school systerm in general is more inferested in social engineering than in educating children. For
example, an examination of the MMSD Equily Folicy reveals an educational philosophy rooted in political correctness
emphasizing "nclusion,” “culfural diversily” and "social responsibility” (see liberal activism), and "efiminating gaps in access fo
academic achievement due fo current or historic inequities,” Historic inequities? Really? If you think you have to have one,
shouldn't the goal of an "equity policy” be fo treat people equally rather than fostering a culture of victim hood? - Safety: | don't
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think my daughtars would be safe in MMSD as I have read abouf rapes in the stairwell, viclent assaults in the girls bathrooms,
gang violence, drugs and even parents and adult siblings entering the school fo assaulf certain students; Academics - the kids
in our school roufinely test 2 years ahead of the public schools academically and average over 80% in college placement and
Values: MMSD's evidence based requirement (see evolufion theory, taught as fact) is in direct conflict with our réligious bellefs
of faith-based Intelligent Design. | realize that most leachers are dedicafed professionals who are trying to do the best job they
can with limited resources, educating kids from vastly different social and economic circumstances. They are also required fo
provide services fo students that private schools are not, so admitiedly a direct comparison is probably not fair. Yef, our public
schoofs are reflections of the community they serve and as a soclal and economic conservative living in Madison, ! am realistic
abouf my expectations, Thank you for seeking input, it's nice, at least, being asked.

Although MMSD tries fo do a good job at helping everyone out, we have protected everyone fo a faufl; where we can't embrace
simple holidays and traditions anymore (ANl uniqueness is gone). People get so worked up about the 10 Commandments, but
then call them the "10 suggestions," b/c certain things like stealing, murder are just wrong and the public schools have fost
sight of that. | feel for the kids who will never learn about Christmas, Kwanza, Valentines Day or any other Holiday? That has
been lost in the system. Please get it back on frack!

We want our children fo have a strong sense of right, wrong and moral values thaf don't seem to exist so much in our society
anymore. Some day they won't have mom and dad around fo make sure they slick to those morals so with the help of our
schools of choice, those values will be second nature fo our children.

Thanks for taking the fime to send this survey. Our main reason is Religious Education. Talking about high school, we were
concermed about the number of students (Memorial High School) is too crowded, Also we heard about gany problems there,
Thank you

We choose faith. The Madison schools have furned info a very generic environment. Thanks for asking. Buf, there really is
nothing you could fo gef us te change school, except maybe offer a more religious environment and curricuium.

Ease up on the liberal ideas fo make the environment better for all. If you are going to allow gay/lesbian ciubs in the high
schaols than also allow Christian/Jewlish/ete. Clubs. Change the school district boundaries to make more sense from a
distance,

Talenfed & Giffed (TAG) comments

»*

I would like fo see higher standards for alf students. Celebration of academic rigor and chalfenge in middle school,

{ transferred my daughter because of the low academic standards and behavior problems in the middle school and I did not
see it getting any betfer at East High School. The behavior problems need to be better controlled and the needs of the high
achieving

You must be willing fo acknowledge both a child's gifts and his deficiencies and be willing to provide programming for BOTH,

Otherwise a kid may programming for neither, because they cancel each other out. Or he gets labeled as a naughty kid and
blamed.

Classes should be streamed to allow equal opportunity to gifted as well as speclal needs kids. We can't throw the potential for
excellence away lightly.

| want my child to be in an environment among peers whose families value education. | am not confident that public schools
put any resources info educating the bright and lalented students, There does nof seem to be any great path in these kids with
programs that are advanced. Why doesn'f Madison have charter schools fike Verona does??? Or how about a schoof voucher
program?

When our oldest daughfer was ready for K we visited our local school on "communify day.” We were the only visitors all day.
That in itself was sad. We spoke with other parents and they identified a problem with lots of busy type work, That was another
problem for us. Most imporiant, however, we expecied that our kids would be TAGS fype kids {as they turned out to be} and
we were concerned that they nof be hurned out with dufl, repetitious fasks and that they nof turn info behavior cases due fo
boredom and lack of challenge. We therefore thought that a mulfi-age classroom would give them the opportunity to excel
without drawing atfention to the fact that they were opportunity fo excel without drawing attention fo the fact that they were
operating above grade level,  In fact, that worked well — our oldest is now a college freshiman, was excited fo get to H.S. (she
and her sister both went to La Follette} and not turned outf fike their public school peers. So, we are safisfied by our cholce and
our son Is folfowing the same path.

It is very obvious that MMSD does nof want to support excelerated curricula or Talented and Gifted programs when you look af
the ratio of T and G personnel fo students as compared to Middleton or Verona efe.

1-8 Oldest altended grades 1-8 and wilf continue. Child who transferred to Eagle attended K-4 and will go to West High
School. We atfernpted to get TAG programming for our daughter but with liffle success. Our daughter was becoming a
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distraction in the MMSD classroom as she soclalized and gof silly. She loves the challenging curriculum at Eagle and be
valued for her intellect. If i's helpful fo know, she was evaluated by a social psychologist and scored a 139 1Q),

»  K-5at Thoreau. MMSD has been less than wiliing to accommodate for bright learners? The manira is that “they'll get what
they need.” (TAG support staff member name) was the only educalor in the district who fisfened and assisted us! Middle
school programming lacks rigor and feaches fo the middle, High school has moved the same way - few AP opfions and 9-10
requirements regardless of abllity or need. Now - discrimination against Edgewpod families and busing this year -
unbelievable!

s | would have loved fo have my two daughters attend our neighborhood elementary school with the neighborhood children.
However, both girls were reading at 3rd -4th grade level at the starf of kindergarten. | visited the school and attended some
evening meetings held by the district TAG coordinator. 1 was disappointed by the lack of resources avaflable for TAG
programming. My older daughter does attend high school is the district. At that levei they are a sufficient number of advanced
courses and AP course to challenge her, aithough she would like to see more options in the English Dept. Right now it is our
plan to have our younger daughter aftend public high school also.

o MMSD s full of students with needs similar to our son’s, and it is frustrating fo see the lack of meaningful support for the
popufation. Simply skipping a grade(or grades) is not a fenable solufion, as it doesn't take info account the child’s
social/emotional development. If budgetary concerns were no object, a magnet school for G-T kids would be a fantastic
solufion. But working with our current situation, adding a G-T resource room that is fruly "resourced” would help, as woufd
adding a foreign language component to the elementary curriculurn.  Such a component would benefit alf children, G-T or
otherwise. We would Jove fo be able to support our public schools with more than just our tax doflars, and it was a very difficulf
decision to remove our children from our local school {Crestwood). But the risk was just foo greaf thaf thelr love of leaming
would wither on the vine if they sat in classrooms that didn’t provide the challenge they crave and need in order to reach their
full pofential. MMSD does a marvelous job meeting the needs of ED/BD children, non-English speaking children, children with
learning disabilifies and we would never argue that the needs of G-T children should be met at their expense, However, it is
our hope that MMSD will find a way to give equal consideration fo children who, offen because of their "success” in school, are
overlooked and underserved. Thanks very mugh for the opportunity {o share our thoughts and experiences with you, |
appreciate your effort to gather feedback and Identify areas for improvement,

»  We would fove to see a CHARTER school for gifted learners similar to the ones in the Appleton school district. ALL students
should be encouraged fo perform to their maximum potential. We are lucky fo be able to afford the tuffion for private school at
this time, buf then are many families with extremely gifted children that can't and | wish the MMSD would be ablg to better
accommodate them.

s [cried when | received this letter, Thank youl!! My husband and | chose for him fo telecommute from Madfson because of the
school district's reputation. Thaf was 10 years ago. | have a teaching certificate (K-12) in speech/flanguage pathology and
work in public schools in Albuguerque where the instruction is poor (low property taxes) and there isn't any busing. By 1st
grade, we were dissatisfied with our daughlers educafion here in Madison. She moved fo Chavez when if opened and had
such poor instruction {with the exception of 4th grade) thaf we questioned our commitrent to the public education sysfem on a
yearly basis, She was learning so little - poor curricuium especially in math and poor instruction - that she was becoming
increasingly frustrated and less engaged as each year went by. Unless a parent knew the right people fo talk fo‘and knew how
fo be a squeaky wheel, it was impossible to get TAG resource support. Her experience at Toki was even worse - poor
instruction and a dangerous environment, We were stilf so commitied {o public education, however, that it wasn't’ until our son
in 3rd grade was losing his inferest in learning and our daughter began fo bloom as an arlist - due to her fime spent sketching
in slow-moving, boring classes - that it was time to join the bright flight. It was time fo give our sons (one daughier wanted to
stay with her friends) what they desgrved - a challenging and safe educational environtment where the emotional and social
needs of gifted students are understood. QOur sons have flourished. The old "repeat if eight times in different ways"is mind-
numbing to gifted kids. They need fo be given grealer depth of materal; be allowed fo work at a quicker pace, and have their
creative side fed to succeed. We moumed our departure from the public schools, We believe in them and what they should be
to kids of all ability levels, | was very involved in the classroom and Jead MSCR after school clubs for years. | cried when we
decided thaf the boys had to leave. Memorial has been good for my daughter so far so we intend fo send our sons there when
they enter high school. Please keep up the quality of the high schools and offer even more AP and Honors courses. Flease
re-infroduce a TAG program that gives our bright students the challenge they deserve. A Charter School similar to Eagle
would be wonderful. Charter Schools, in general would be wonderful. The bright flight here in Madison is significant.
Curreutum, instruction and school population all need to be addressed, Thank you for the opportunity to provide input,  Good
{uck with your aftempt to improve the public schaols. We wish you every success, and would fove fo go back if we thought the
school could give our kids what they needed like the hames of other parents who siill have kids at Chavez who are
discouraged and are considering privafe education. The exodus will confinue uniess something changes.

e« Cur son's kindergarten teacher made it very clear that atfention to a gifted child's needs for enhanced or more advanced
curriculum was not her priority. She resented him because we dared to ask. The principal supported her. The attitude in
general was anti-TAG, We went to Eagle where he found challenging curriculum and support for his leaming style.

3
School cholce comrments

s If you want fo make your schools work beffer you have to make the feachers more responsible at their job. They will do that,
when they see that their job may be eliminated. If you will start a program by giving the right fo a student to use the amount of
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money ($13,000. A school year per student) to a school of his choice, private or public school of another district, the public
schools are going fo fook af what are they doing wrong, and not ask for tax increases. Try and do what is being done in
Europe. Do not let the teachers union ruin our kids future.

«  Verona Charier School is our ideal choice for schools due fo programs available. We are moving fo Middleton School District
for our oldest son's H.S. education. Do not wani {0 send our son fo La Follette, which is our high school,

+ [would like fo see (child's name) get into Spring Harbor for grades 7 & 8. | think that the classes need to be evaluated for size,
second language and behavioral issues.

« lLeopold has too many safely conecerns. | atfempted an internal fransfer and was denied.

o [ think the Madison School District should stop social engineering af the expense of my neighborhood and its children. | feel
chifdren should go fo neighborhood schools, It encourages parents fo take ownership in the school, Sending my chitdren to
schools which | don't have emotional involvement just discourages active participation in that school.

«  Transfer decisions seem somewhal random. Last year, one of our neighbors was released fo the Verona district, one was
allowed fo fransfer to Shorewood, yet we were denied fransfer fo Thoreau. All children in question were enfering Kindergarten.

*  Have you ever surveyed exiting High School senjors for suggestions on the high schoof 'fhey'd prefer?

«  Thank you for taking the time for our inpuf. | hope our legislafors pass a school voucher program. A school voucher program
would hopefully cause a paradigm shift in our school district fo focus on academics and standards! (Not pay raises - free
healthcare) The WES is oo powerful -- need to focus on whaf benefils the students not feacher protection (pay raises/free
healthcare/free dental - put the student first! Reduce leacher benefit packages puf the money in public educatfon not the
teachers wallet! | cannot befleve the incredible benefit packages provided fo Madison public school feachers it is incredible

especially in our current econornic situation - reduce the free ride (health care thaf will save millions!!f Put kids first - no more
tax increases - reduce benefifs.

Behavior comments

«  Several physicaf assaults in 6th and 7th at Toki ended any shaky sense of personal safely he may have had with the very few
defenders he previously had. Academics were not as challenging as he needed, but daily harassment by others. Quit excusing
outrageous and "pile on" behavior in "some groups” of kids. Increase the benefits the caring peers receive from reaching out
and assisting and defending (with friendship and acceptance} the marginalized children.

o Would not send children fo MMSD K-8 Schools. My daughter was at Frank Allls for Kindergarten, and | was vely disappointed
with the behavioral problems that she learned from other students. If seemed o us that the fower income the child came from,
the more (7} Son is now enrolled af La Follette. Lafollefte is a good school and my son is very happy there. You can thank
their principal for thatl!

«  Ouroldest now aitends West High. Overall public schools need more structured discipline in the classrooms in order to
represent the real world experiences when kids grow and foin the work forces in their communilies. Teaching respect, ethics
and contributing to the social good must begin at an early age. Hopefully by the time kids grow to their feen years. They have
a good send of citizenship, moral character, and respect for each other. 1 also know teachers need parental assisiance at
home, as they cannot do it by themselves. If these issues do nof change, then it is just a continuous cycle from classroom - fo
homes - fo the streets.

»  He had a great Kindergarien experience. Also our 2nd son gof some very good speech therapy (pre-school age) from the
teacher af Franklin. It's just that one bad classroom and chaos was foo much to repeat for an enfire 2nd year. Kids don't get
"do-over's.”

»  Disruptive students in school is my #1 concern; 2} Forced busing of sfudents to schools outside of their immediate
neighborhoods. Makes absclutely no sense; and 3) Safely of students at MMSD is becoming more of a problem,

+  Superintendent Nerad, thank you for asking my family about the choice we have made regarding our son attending a private
school. | have been waiting for an appropriate opportuniy to share this. First, it is important to recognize the excellence of
your staff: teaching assistants, feachers and administrators. They have demonstrated their knowledge of the currieulum as well
as their ability fo show concern and kindness of the heart. They were never a cause or concern that led to the decision to tum
to a private school. The curriculum is also excellent; it Is something that we have traded for what the private school offers. My
child wants a calmer learning environment than what the Madison public schools can offer. He was intimidated by the
overcrowding and he became increasingly frustrated with the non-compliant, bullying, rude and violent student behaviors. The
following are some of the examples: 1. Each time my student rode a bus, his person or personal properly was "abused.” 2.
Passing time in the halis, with its overcrowding, provided epportunily for students fo open his backpack and steal ifems. This
happened frequently enough that he bought litile locks for it. 3. Class-time was lost due fo inappropriate studenf behaviors. 4.
in one Phy-ed ciass, some boys would infentionally knock down the pins in my son’s fane, time-after-time. Because my son
was infimidated by then; he wouldn't say anything fo the staff. These students would sabotage activifies so that no one
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enjoyed doing if. 5. My son was beaten-up by 4 studenis in a boy's bathroom. He was given an out-of-school suspension,
because he was there... In the bathroom. As the victim of violent student behavior, he was tfreated the same as the
perpetrators, due fo district poficy. 8. Five neighborhood girfs were bullying my son and his friend af school. The boys would
ignore the girls’ behaviors. When these girfs became frustrated, they wrote-up something to make it fook fike Jf was a "copy
and paste” diafogue from the instant messaging of a popular infernet game. The content was written in such a way as to infer
that the boys were in a hornosexual relafionship. The girls were Infent on bullying them and pubficizing this confrived story.
The consequence was a talk on "don’t do that again. " Meanwhile, the other boy's mother and | were left with the tom shreds of
a friendship. My interpretation of the situation was that the girls weren't given an appropriate consequence for their behaviors
because they were seen as nice girls. Initially, we asked and petitioned the school for a fransfer to another Madison public
school. It was denied, My hypothesis was that he needed fo sfay af the schoof in order to help balance the race ratio, The

decision fo aftend a private school was not based Upon a few examples listed above. f was the yearly compilation of the many
events over tirme that brought us to this point,

»  He was at Chavez. Teachers in MMSD were great buf large class and inabillty to deal effectively with frouble makers held
class hostage. This was a problem with every teacher we mel in the 4 years of MMSD affendance, so not just the individual
teacher's problem. Numerous disabled children in class was also very distracting with their aides, animals, hair-pulling, efc.

s My husband and | both graduated from Madison Public Schools and find thaf the schocls have declined considerably. My
husband coaches (a sports team,) af a Madison school and nearly quit coaching this year due fo the atrocious behavior of the
children. If's time things were addressed directly and expediently. Teaching clearly about right and wrong, accepfable and
unacceplable behavior, respect for authority and property, caring for others, efc., are all foundations to strength in education,
You can choose fo act and improve i or ignore it and confinue to witness decline.

= | do not have a problem with MMSD. My older child does adequate work through MMSD and is very social. She would nof do
well In a private, smaller seffing. My youngest altended Monfessori through 1st grade and atiended Van Hise for 2nd grade,
The large school setiing, the bussing and the fact that my daughtfer was In tears when the discussion came up for refurning to
Van Hise for 3rd grade, led fo an abrupt transfer back to Montessori, My children have two very different personalities. |
anticipate thaf my younger one will return to MMSD for high school when I hope that the maturily level is there to fend off any
emotional bullying. Thanks for asking!

Communication comments

s | didn'f choose MMSD: | contacfed Emerson, Frankiin & Nuestro Mundo - they were nof helpful to me nor enthusiastic of
forthcoming about answering my questions, did not welcorne me into the school and would not let me meef or observe
feachers. | was really shocked that the schools assumed I would send my 5 yr old info a place | was nof familiar,or even
welcomed, | did not have a good feeling, on the other hand, the private schools | visited had someone designated as
"admissions counsel,” and were very responsive and welcoming fo parents. Thanks for conducting this survey. | appraciate
the opportunity fo provide some feedback on my experience (and lfack thereof) with MMSD.

«  Inthe case of our oldest daughter, she had significant difficulty learning fo read. Her 1st grade teacher used an exclusively
whoie language approach. When we went fo the fall conference and met with the feacher and her student teacher, they
agreed that our daughfer could not read af all. We pointed oul that she could nof sound out ever simple words and we were
told she rust not have been paying aftention the day they explained how fo do this (I am not making this up). We ended up
pursuing privafe futoring 4 days a week affer school with a wonderful, retired MMSD feacher. Our daughter was not only
behind her peers academically, but was starting fo resist going fo schoof. By the end of her 1st grade year with a phonics-
based approach, she was reading at a 4th grade fevel. | spent considerable time reading and learning about reading
instruction and while | understand that there is no single best approach, the rigid whole language option avaifable to my
daughter does not meet her needs. The case of my middle daughfer represented the other end of the specirum. She was
particularly capable and her 1st grade teacher advised that she be placed in 3rd grade SAGE programming instead of the 2nd
grade curriculum. This was a good choice becausé she was happy and excelled in that setting. The problem came af the
fransition to 4th grade. Despite many efforts to advocate for her not repeating the 3rd grade curiculum, we were unsuccessful,
She spent the year reading the identical things she had done successfully the year before (e.g. Reading Charolette's Web,
sending a letter fo her grandparents, math progress, etc.) Nof onfy was this a waste of time academically to a large extent, but
she alsc thought there was something wrong with her (why don't they think | learned this?). Finally, | did not feel that the
school administration was responsive. My husband and | were willing fo defer fo the education but felf that there was no
reasonable explanation or discussion regarding our concern. In both cases, our concerns were minimized by school staff and
we were essentially told fo sit back and waif. | have thought a long about the problems that plague the Madison Schools and
there are clearly no easy answers. But, ultimately as a parent it is one's responsibilily fo do whaf you think is best for your
chitdren and it is our opinion that a positive educational experience and a love of leaming are the foundations of a full and
meaningful life.

. There should be a smoother ‘fransition process' from private info the public schools, especially at the (just before) high schoo!
level. Possible schoof visits, emails, efc. P.S. Thanks for asking.

e  Asfirst timers it was very disappointing thaf resources were not available fo us to understand what aftending Madison schools
could have meant for our daughfer -- in the end, Eastside made us feel welcomed and MMSD reinforced our concern that our
daughter would be lost in the mix of a big school with a lof of kids... If someone could have disavowed us of the feeling and,
through their actions, demonstrated an inferest in having us attend the public schoofs we may have made a different decision.
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We have two grads of West High School and a sophomore currently enrolled. We are seriously considering private high school
for our middle schooled. We have found West High fo be foo large to effectively assist our children in navigating and in
advocating for them without persistent, strong investigation. | don't like it being that difficult. | don'f like when principals and
advisors don't return calls or are too busy to thoughtfully assist with problem-solving. | feel that my three children who are
currently in or have graduated from West High generally under-achieved while there - not because they arefwere poor students
but because there was little adult encouragement fo push themselves. There is no doubf West has some gifted teachers buf
there are others who seem less invested in being good adult role models and more inferested in being "buddies.”

Kennedy. Too much money is spent for inferior educatfon. School board members are not responsive to parent concems
unless it has reached the point of making them look bad in the press. Board members so not return e-mails or phone calls and
are frequently rude to guests on the Board floor,

Safety comments

My initial encounter with the MMSD School board in trying to address valid safely concemns with our oldest child was such a
disappointment - | don't think that | will ever consider sending my children to a MMSD elernerdary or middle school,

My child was beaten by a violent, most likely mentally il child (kicked in back repeatediy - he was wearing army boots), and fhe
teacher did nof report it. Also, she was restrained by 3 boys af recess, one who screamed "We want your money.”

This is our 3rd child fo aftend Lakeside Lutheran in 9 years. This is the right choice for us, where we can count on a good
education and not have fo worry about guns, police in the halls, The faculfy is commitied to the best education for the kids,
when they know personally. We chose to send our 3 chifdren to private grade and high schools, It is right for us and them,
Please do nof make us also pay for your Public Day Care programs, at some point parents do have fo take a responsibility for
THEIR chifdren, it is not always someone else’s problem.

Although my daughter is only in sixth grade, | am concemned about the experience's I am hearing from other parents with
MMSD as they look to transition thelr kids (8th graders) to either West or Memorial. There seems fo be strong peer pressure
from kids from Queen of FPeace o go to Edgewood. Right now my daughter wants fo go fo Memorial but the recent lock-
down/police incident is disturbing. | also heard from the wife of a Madison police officer saying o her niece, “If your parents
weren't sending you fo Edgewood, then [ would." That is somewhat frightening. My hope is the change in the Superintendent
is going fo make positive changes, thank you,

| aftanded Madison Public Schools as a youth, [ am concerned with the changes that have occurred in recent years. Issues of

overcrowding, violence, drugs, efc., have led us to conclude that Madison Public Schools are nof a viable option af the present
time.

{ think MMSLE is excellent and has wonderful schools, but am in the Leopold district and concermed with safely, drugs and othier
children's behavior.

We are concermned about safely, we feel MMSD teachers are not accountable; we feel the facilities are ofd; the schools are way
too big and thus there is a reduced sense of communily and no prayer or religious education offered

Cur reguifar high school is currently Memorial, we are lfooking fo move in the next 2 years {our oldest is in 6th grade), so we can
atfend Verona or Middleton or even West Migh Schools. Because Memorial has a repulation of gangs, efc. So [ don't wanf my
kids aftending, due lo safety concemns,

We pulled our daughter out of Madison Schools mid-year. We found overall, the feaching staff were lazy and didn't truly care
about the kids. The 3rd grade teacher admitted fo me that she had known my daughter was being bullied for 3 months and
never let me know. If was only when it got so bad, that | asked the teacher about it and then, she admitted il had been a major

problem. Alf she did was offer to separate our daughter from this group of bullies in cfass, but it still continued at lunch, recess
and music/art,

My sense of frust with MMSED teachers is low enough that I don't really even believe these concerns will be listened to with an
open mind, My white friends tell me that teachers inferpret their worries about safefy as racism. But most of us parents are
concerned about safefy - not just at school, buf also on bussss, at bus stops, etc. We are also concerned about fow
expectations of our kids and about them being perceived in negative ways that don't reflect who they are. Supporting public
schools is a value | hold close. | was denfed requests for open enroliment. Friends of mine whose daughter was beaten up af
a bus stop were also denjed a transfer. She lafer dropped out of school, afraid for her safety. MMSD has gof fo starf admitting
its weaknesses and asking for public suppori.

School size comments

Although the teaching staff is mostly excellent at Leopold and my ofder children did well there, too many years of overcrowding
and the increase in fransient low ineome children negatively affected staff morale. It was nof a happy leaming environment.
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in today's environment with drugs, gangs, etc.; the high schools are foo big to be able to deal with those challenges effectively.
1 did consider sending my child fo West which has an excellent curriculurn. For my child, smaller Is better and the focus on
college prep offered @ Edgewood met our own needs betfer. Madison has a fendency to cater fo the "problems” in our
community thinking that blending with the rest will help bring up the whole. This has proven fo be nof frue. [ did not want my
child to be affected by this thinking. Again I know this is not the politically correct this to say, but this is whet | think.

While the new school (Olsen; in our neighborhood is beautiful and Ive heard both positive and negafive about it. | think it is the
middle school (Toki) thaf has several parants very concemed and looking af private options. While our decision to attend a
private school was based more on our circumstances of moving so offen and wanting a smaller school, we may look af the
public school for our two younger children not in school yet. Hopefully there may be a new middle school in our area by then!

The smaller environment, more rigorous academic atmosphere and the Christian instruction make Westside Christian a great
choice for our family. Thanks for asking!

We moved here from Charlofte, NC where our chitdren affended a small private school. We like the smaller schools because

we feel there is less "peer pressure and playground problems." We alsc have found there is a lof of parental involvement in a
smali privafe school.

If, schoof district and Teachers Union can't find a way fo approve and fund Pre-K program there wilf be no reason to have Faith
that things are going fo improve. If is a litmus test, Leopold seems too big for an elementary school,
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Summary of Open Enroliment Leavers School Survey
July 2009

Qverview

The survey of parents whose children reside in the Madison Metropolitan Schoot District attendance area
and attend a public school ouiside the MMS3D was conducted between December 2008 and February
2009, The source of the parent list was compiled from the third Friday in September membership count
representing students currently enrolled and participating in the Open Enrollment program. A total of 338
surveys were mailed {o households, representing over 400 students. Two attempts to contact
households via mail were made two weeks apart. There were 75 households who replied representing
over 100 students. The corresponding household response rate was 24 percent,

Descriptive Information

An equal amount of students that attend a schoot outside of MMSD are continuing students versus
students who leave after attending a MMSD school. Of these respondents 70 percent attend districts
who share boundaries/neighborhoods with MMSD. For students leaving the district over one quarter
(26%) “leave” hefore ever attending Kindergarten while another one third leave between levels (i.e.,
elementary school grade 5 o middle school grade 6, middle school grade 8 to high school grade 9). In
other words, three of five students who leave MMSD for a non-resident public school district via the Open
Enroliment program do so in only three of the thirteen grade levels, i.e., Kindergarten through grade 12.

Supvey Responses

Parents whose children attend an area school district cited a variety of issues the majority being
environmental concerns with in the school. More than one response option could be selected so the data
are presented in terms of hoth the percentage of total respenses as well as the percentage of total unique
respondents.
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The following are examples of comments relating to “Envirgniment Concerns;”

+  Too much time wasted in traditional classrooms/school day

+*  Had a negative experience at the Madison school, also no homework, over-crowded classroom; the child, my grandson, was
moving in with me (his guardian) and the change fo a new Madison school was too stressful, with other changes going on at
the same fime. s

«  bullying happening fo my son.
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Bureaucracy, WEAC, and greed over tax doilars, are whaf keep Madfson schools from being the very best they can be. | have
high hopes for broad and positive changes with the new superintendent,

Concerns regarding fights and police being at the school..

! like the smaller town atrosphere of Verona over the big cilty atmosphere of MMSD

Could not deal with my child's disabilify. Could nof keep her safe.

Liberal philosophy (attempfing to ban the Pledge of Allegiance, efc.)

Emerson school was very troubled af the fime of our transfer, and we were not allowed to transfer to any other MMSD school.

Negative peer pressure; concem that my children would "get lost™ in a large classroom acadernically. Didn't want our children
indoctrinated with an agenda that we do not hofd.

The school cur children were supposed fo go is nof an environment we wanted our chifdren in.

Not disciplining kids enouah is a huge issue. Disruplive kids need to get ouf of the classrootn and be punished instead of
getling lollipops in the office.

Violence, gangs, drugs and alcohol

He wasn't being faught at grade level. He was having lunch stolen daily. The principal af the fime told me my son should be
grateful he has lunchi Nofhing said to child stealing lunch! My son was being hit on schoo! grounds and bus.

Overcrowding, disruptive kids not getling sent out of class or punished for bad behavior. My children are becoming the
minority. No money in schools. All the fun stuff is being faken away.

The foliowing are examples of comments regarding "Curricular Program” concerns:
g

The middie school offered an advanced curricufum in math and was able fo challenge him better in all subjects.
Bilingual (programy}

Didn't like Sage feachers, their ouffook was that they were part-time feachers, therefore didnt have any extra time to do any
exira nice or fun things in their class, very sadl!

| believe my kids are receiving a better opporfunity for thelr education. My daughter spent one semester at Glendale and i was
a nightmare.

We were not pleased with curriculum that was designed for kindergarten level - very weak considering it is an alf day program.

My older girls are in Madison schools. Memorial is prefly good, Toki needs major improvements. | don't want my younger
sons ending up there. So many things have been taken away because of no funds and many families can't afford trips
therefore no one gets fo go. My high school student came from Toki and is struggling and she was an Honor student at Toki,
but doesn't feel Toki prepared her at all! Food is awful in Madison, please gel heaitfhier food. [ feel greaf about Verona Schoo!
District and | want to feel that way about Madison but at this time | can'f. We are looking at moving info another school district
because of alf the Madison problems. ['ve lived in Madison my whole life and never thought | would leave it because of the
schoofs.

My son is now registered with the DPI back in Madison district as a full time homeschooler. The online school was not a
pleasing experience regardless of district.

For years MMSD has neglected high achieving kids which has let fo a mass exedus out of Madison fo Middlefon, Waunakee
and Verona. If not for open enroliment we would have simply moved away.

Gifted and falenfed receives 1/100 of the affention of speciaf needs.

The following are examples of the factor associated with “School/Class Size” concerns:

Too many kids in a class due to job cutbacks; other schoo! district has more fo offer in the classroom, fleld trips and just meking
learning fun and exciting. Verona Schoof District has a great community feell

Leopold has serious issues and felt more comfortable with smaller school.
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«  Ourresident school is Leopold. It is foo crowded. We experienced Leopold with our 1st child and not pleased with the chaos
of being over-crowdedness and the atmosphere in the classroom,

+«  Madison school was just way fo big of a school. Too many kids under onie roof,

The following are examples of examples of the factor assoclated with “Communication” concerns:

«  Negative teacher attitude, poor communication, unwillingness fo work with parents.
«  [received no help from the school staff regarding my concerns.,

«  Ability to interact with teachers. The teachers not checking emails, voice mails, efc.

MMSD Oplions

Two questions asked respondents if they might be interested in attending MMSD schools under specific
circumstances. One question inquired about the parent’s interest in enrolling their child in a full-time
online school or program option if such a service were offered to students by the MMSD. A second
question asked if they would attend an MMSD school other than their home attendance area school on a
transfer if they could choose that school. Thirty-two percent of parents whose children were currently
attending a non-resident public school district via Open Enrcliment responding to the online guestion
indicated they would explore a full-time online program if offered by MMSD. When asked about the

option to enroll in MMSD at the school of their choice eighteen percent responded they would be
interested.
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Summary of Open Enroliment Enterers
July 2009

Qverview

The survey of parents whose children reside cutside the Madison Metropolitan School District attendance
area and attend MMSD as an Open Enrolled student was conducted between December 2008 and
February 2008. The source of the parent list was from MMSD 3" Friday count data. A total of 154
surveys were mailed to households, representing over 167 students, Two attempts to contact
households via mall were made two weeks apart. There were 35 households who responded to the
survey representing a 23 percent response rate.

Descriptive Information

A large majority of families that responded attend Madison Metropolitan School District as continuing
students that have moved outside of MMSD during the current school year. This is a practice allowed
under the Open Enroliment statute. This proportion as represented by the survey respondents is
consistent with the percentage found in the total Open Enroliment entering applicant pool for the 2007-08
school year, and is therefore considered a representative group.

Survey Responses

Parents who attend MMSD under open enrofiment cite aftending school with friends and curricular
programs as the top responses, representing two of every three respondents.

Attend with Friends
Curricular Program
Child’s Choice
Closer to Work
After school
programming
Closer to home
Environment
Closer to daycare

Percentage of Responses 22% | 20% | 17% § 15% | 9% 6% | 6% 6%
Percentage of Respondents 38% | 34% | 28% | 258% | 16% | 9% 9% 9%

The following are examples of comments relfating to “Attend with Friends:”

«  When asked he said he wanted to stay at Kennedy.

»  Child starfed at MMSD from start of her school and has a fot of friends. Did not want her fo get any emotion separation
especially she did when we moved away from family.

The following are examples of comments relating “Curricular Program:”

«  Direct Instruction Reading program at Lapham Elementary, K-2 elementary program, infegration of secondary alternative
students (AERQ)

»  The Science Program at LaFollette H.S. appeared much more rigorous and accessible for advanced learning than the other
Madison High School and of our home school district. My older daughfer {LaFollefte 2007) has felt very well prepared in the
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sciences at Brown University. She has been very compefitive with students from around the world coming from very elitist
private prep schools efc.

»  We were concerned that our child did not have the same academic rigor as those from Middleton and would be at a
disadvantage, especially with regard to math preparations.

The following is an example of comment relating "Chiid's Choice”

«  The new school district was/is nof racially integrated and he was petrified to attend an all-white school as an African-American.

The following is an example of comment relating "Closer fo Work:"

+  I'work in Madison and he would have been alone after schoo! for hours - dangerously sc. Also because we have an IEP
consistency was extremely important and was too risky for his future to disrupt,

MMSD Comparison Information

When compared o students that left the district a majority of students who leave the district fo attend a
non-resident public school district cite as a primary reason environmental and/or behavioral concerns,
while students that enter MMSD via the Open Enroliment program very rarely cite such reasons.

Of the 22 Kindergarten students applying to enter the MMSD as new students via Open Enrollment for
the 2009-10 school year 16 requested a specific school and 10 of those students were placed in their first
choice of schools. Of the 53 high school students who applied to enter the MMSD via Open Enroliment
this school year 34 requested a specific school and 15 were placed in their first choice of schools.
(Requests were not granted due to a lack of space availability at West High School or because specific
MMSD programs requested do not accept direct Open Enroliment applicants, i.e., SAPAR, Shabazz,
Work and Learn Center.)
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Summary of Home School Students
July 2009

Overview

The survey of parents whose children reside in the Madison Metropolitan School District attendance area
and select a home schooling environment was conducted between December 2008 and February 2000,
The source of the parent list was compiled DPI form PI-1206. A total of 224 surveys were mailed to
households, representing over 400 students. Two attempts to contact households via mail were made
two weeks apart. There were 41 households who replied representing 75 students. The corresponding
household response rate was 18 percent.

Descriptive Information

A large majority of households that home school their children and who responded to the survey cite
environmental concerns as their primary reason for making that decision. Parent control and flexibility
combined with environmental concerns accounted for over half of the primary reasons reported by
respondents.

When asked if their students ever attended an MMSD school over half responded that they had
previously attended.

Survey Responses

A majority of parents whose children are home schooled cited environment as their primary concern when
deciding to choose home schooling.
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Percentage of Responses 23% | 20% i 17% | 14% | 9% | 8% 5% | 4%
Percentage of Respondents 71% 1 62% | 52% | 43% | 20% | 26% ! 17% | 12%

The following are examples of comments relating to "Environment Concerns:”

s The safety of our children. Every time | visited the schools, doors weren't locked, no one asked me to go to the office. | had
the freedom to walk around the school and was able fo walk in every door. This was a big concern for us due fo our children
being adopted and biological parents knowing where we are. [f didn't seem safe for our kids.

«  Morality of kids foday. Curriculum based on my child's needs.

« Al of child's stress comes from school, especially the complicated social sfructures at school. Child felf consistently at bottorn
of social structure with few friends and no way to "climb the ladder” in spite of high grades, sports and other extra-curricular
activities.

» My daughter was bothered both by the books that were present in the library In 2nd grade and also the fagk for her reading

level of others that seemed not present for wrong motives - most books were fantasy, mystery or witch fype and authors were
post -80s yery few were pre - 1960's. Our daughter was distressed by the bullying she witnessed, particularly of those thaf
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were disabled, "cognitively-challenged, overtly religious, "poor,” or just “different" in their values. Most intervention focused on
race of "styles,” not the others.

The following are examples of comments regarding "Flexibifity.”

»  General dissatisfaction with institufionalized education. We ke the individualized flexibility and innovative pedagogy options
available with a cue-fo-cue learning relafionship,

e  Can go at pace fitting for each child and delve deeper Info areas of interest particular fo him/our family. Provide grounding in
our own family's values. Gives ample time for developing refationship with siblings and parents. Lack of classic education in
language, reading, mathematics and history.

s Ability to foster the inferests of our children and provide extra supporf where needed,

= My son's fransition to high school would have beer: easier if we had more help evaluafing placement in math and for language
classes. The lteacher's af West were responsive fo questions but a more formalized process of iransitioning from home schoo!
to West would have been helpiul.

«  The other concern we had was the lack of instrucff'on time for all kids involved (school wide). There were far foo many mavies -
nof related educationally and foo many parfies and games.

The following are examples of comments regarding "Parent Connection:”

« | wantfo spend more fime with my children than going to school would allow them fo.

»  Student was a habifual fruant, would not do one assignment and was failing. Home schooling gave me the opporiuniy to "sit
on fop of him,” force him to do assignments, and separate him from his social group.

The following are examples of comments regarding "Curriculum:”

«  Lack of classic education in language, reading, mathematics and history.

«  Lack of school choice and programming for TAG students within the district. Please offer an academically challenging Charter
School. :

. Very little foreign language instruction

+  Lack of TAG program - Son was in TAG af Midvale in K - but it was cut for 1st grade and he had no outlef - was in the same
¢lass everyday with no program for him - he was bored,

o Lack of school choice and programming for TAG students within the district. Please offer an academically challenging Charfer
School,

The following are examples of comments regarding “Other, Specific or additional comments:”

«  Child has aflergies to foods, bad first contact with school distriict Seeking speech for pre-schooler - if was clear we were not a
valued part of child's progress. We went private instead.

s Ability to foster the inferests of our children and provide exfra support where needed.

« My son's fransition to high school would have been easier If we had more help evalualing placement in math and for language
classes. The teacher's at West were responsive to questions but a rmore formalized process of transitioning from home school
to West would have been helpful,

e  The other concern we had was the lack of instruction time for all kids involved (school wide). There were far too many movies -
not related educationally and too many parties and games. The movies, parties and games would have been fine if they
pertained fo acfual school assignments, but unforfunately it was just playtime,

e Planning to apply for the option of taking two classes. [ don't see why a student needs fo be based at one school — it would be
great {o be able fo take one or two cfasses at one (or mare) virtual schools, a class at MATC or UW, a cfass or two at the high
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school through the past - the atfendance oplion. Our 12 year old, for example would probably enjoy/hrive in a college-leve!
computer science class, next year, must have calculus af challenging high school or science, is ready for 2nd year high school
Spanish, but would be in 8th grade English. So how do we find alf of that in one building? | believe there should be more
independent - study options within MMSD schools. Most classes folfow a very sirict model that is not based on what a student
wants to fearn at all. If there were independent-sfudy options for credit at MMSD schoois, I, as a student, would seriously
consider attending my local high school.

MMSD GCptions

Parents of home schooled children were asked if they would consider given the choice of a full time
online MMSD school as an educational option for their child. Nearly one third of the respondents {31%)
reported they would be interested in a full-time online option. The same survey recipients were asked if
they would consider enrolling in MMSD schools i they were allowed fo choose their school of attendance.
Just over one in five parents (22%) indicated they would be interested in a school choice option. MMSD
also has an option that allows home schooled students the opportunity to take up to two courses per
semester as a part-time student. One third of households responding to the survey did not know of this
option and of those three-quarters wanted more information on how {o enroll in these classes.
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545 West  Dayton  SL_ . @ - Madison, Wisconsin

“Danie! A, Nérad, Supetintendent of Schools

January 26, 2009

Dear Parents/Guardian and/or Student:

The Madison Metropolitan School District is contacting those families who have chosen to attend a Madison area
private school. Itis the district’s sincere desire to seek feedback from these families as a way of assessing how we
might better serve parents and students in Madison Schools. More specifically, it would be helpful if those who have
chosen to attend a private school would identify the reason{s). Through this type of feedback, it may be possible to
consider new district initiatives, which would help us improve our service to students and the community in general.

Your participation is voluntary and any responses need not have a signed name. We have provided a space for you
to sign your name if you wish so that, if we need clarification, we may contact you.

QOur primary goal is to seek ways to improve our schools. It should be repeated that any responses are voluntary and
whether or not you return a survey will not affect your status in our district.

Please return the survey in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope by Friday, February 13, 2008, or you can
take this survey online at: hitp://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB228P45EUSAS. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation. '

Sincerely,

Daniel A, Nerad, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schoois

Enclosures

._.25..._.

W ofg



Your reason(s) for attending a private school in the Madison area wasfwere (check as many as apply to your
decision}):

O

O

The school is closer to where we live.
The school is closer to my place of work.

The school is closer to my daycare.

The school has currieudar programs which don’t exist in our school of residence or we were dissatisfied with

curricular programs at our school of residence. If you checked this item, please identify what program(s) in the
school/district influenced your choice:

The desire to participate in an after school program/activity in the school. ldentify the specific program/activity:

The desire to attend school with a friend(s).
Concern about environment of other schools including safety, drugs, or negative peer pressure.
To provide religious or moral instruction.

it was the child’'s choice.

Other: {Please identify the other reason(s) below.)

Were there specific things you were dissatisfied within the Madison Metropolitan School District which caused you to
attend a private school? [0 Yes [ No [0 Does not apply If yes, please identify the specifics below:

If Madison had a full time online school would you consider that option? 10 Yes [ No

If your child(ren) were given the option fo attend a different MMSD school other than their home attendance area
school on a transfer would you be Interested? U] Yes [ No

if yes, which schooi{s)?

OVER —~ MORE ON BACK

-26-



Voluntary Section:

In what school is your child{ren) currently enrolled?

At what grade level did your child(ren) begin attending this school?

Has (Mave) your child(ren) ever attended an MMSD school? OO Yes [ No

if yes, for how many vears did they attend MMSD schools?

Please provide any additional comments/suggestions below or attach an additional sheet:

Name {voiuntary) Phone Number (voluntary} Email (voluntary)
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545  West Daylon St. - @ - ‘Madison, _ Wisconsii | .53703-1942

U Danier A Nerad, Superintendent of Schools

January 26, 2009

Dear Parents/Guardian and/or Student:

The Madison Metropolitan School District is contacting those families who have transferred o another area public
school district through the state approved public school choice inkiative known as open enroliment. it is the district's
sincere desire to seek feedback from these families as a way of assessing how we might better serve parents and
students in Madison Schools. More specifically, it would be helpful if those who have transferred would identify the
reason{s). Through this type of feedback, it may be possible to consider new district initiatives, which would help us
improve our service to students and the community in general.

Your participation is voluntary and any responses need not have a signed name. We have provided a space for you
to sign your name ¥ you wish so that, if we need clarification, we may contact you.

Our primary goal is to seek ways fo improve our schools. !t should be repeated that any responses are voluntary and
whether or not you return a survey will not affect your status in our disfrict.

Please return the survey in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope by Friday, February 13, 2008, or you can

take this survey onfine at; hitp://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/2p=WEB228P4DMTIWGH. Thank you in advance for your
cooperation.

Sincerely,

Daniel A. Nerad, Ed.D.
Supetintendent of Schools

Enclosures
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Your reason(s) for transferring to another district was/were (check as many as apply to your decision):

O We moved into a residence in the Madison Metro attendance area from the school district area our child{ren)
attend(s} and wanted our child{ren) to remain in attendance at the schoot they had been attending.

[1 The school is closer to where we live.
OO The school is closer to my place of work,
3 The school is closer io my daycare.

[0 The school has curricular programs which don't exist In our school of residence or there was dissatisfaction with

the curricular programs in the school of residence. If you checked this item, please identify what program(s} in
the requested school/district influenced your choice:

1 The desire to participate in an after school program/activity in the school. Identify the specific program/activity:

00 The desire fo attend school with a friend(s).
1 The school is a virdual on-line school,
[1 Concern about environment of other schools including safety, drugs, or negative peer pressure.

[0 1t was the child’s choice.

O Other: (Please Identify the other reason{s) below.)

Were there specific things you were dissatisfied within the Madison Metropolitan School District which caused you to
apply to a different district? [1 Yes [0 No if yes, please identify the speciﬁcé befow;

i Madison had a full time online school would you consider that option? [0 Yes [0 No

if your chifd{ren) were given the option to attend a different MMSD school other than their home attendance area
school on a transfer would you be interested? ©] Yes [J No

If yes, which school(s)?

OVER ~ MORE ON BACK
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Voluntary Section:

in what district is your child’s or children’s current school located?

At what grade level did your child{ren} begin attending this school?

Has {Have) your child{ren) ever attended an MMSD school? ] Yes [O No

If yes, for how many years did they attend MMSD schools?

Please provide any additional comments/suggestions below or attach an additional sheet:

Name (voluntary} Phone Number {voluntary) Email {voluntary)
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