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In brief
Wisconsin high school seniors have
the second-highest average ACT
scores in the U.S. However, ACT
finds that only 29% of those tested
have a 50% chance of earning a B
or a 75% chance of earning a C in
each of four college freshman
courses: English composition,
algebra, social sciences, and
biology. Among African-American
students, that chance is 4%.

Capitol notes
U.S. Commerce Dept. figures
show that Wisconsin’s real GDP per
capita was 3.5% below the national
average 10 years ago and 4.5%
below it five years ago. It was 8.2%
below the nation last year.
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The state investment board,
which manages public retirement
funds, reports that it allocated
$200 million to its Venture Capital
Portfolio over the past eight years.
Former Wisconsin Supreme
Court Justice Roland Day, originally appointed to the court in 1974,
passed away in Madison at 89.

ACT study of 2007 Wisconsin high school seniors:

State test scores show college-readiness “gap”

O

ver 25,000 Wisconsin freshmen
arrive on college campuses
around the state this fall. New students often wonder whether they are
adequately prepared to do college
work. Although these young people
consistently have some of the nation’s
highest average ACT scores (22.3 vs.
21.2, U.S.), their concern is real.

College ready? State vs. U.S.
In studying 2007 high school graduates, ACT found that only 29% (boxed
in table below) of 46,430 Wisconsin students tested met college-readiness
benchmarks in four core subject areas;
the national percentage was even lower
(23%). In its report “College Readiness: Rigor at Risk,” the ACT testing
service concluded that “our high school
graduates are in danger of entering college or the workforce without sufficient
academic preparation.”

Wisconsin readiness varies
Overall college readiness statistics
mask considerable variability by gender and ethnicity (see table).
Gender. While 29% of students
taking the ACT in 2007 were prepared
for likely success in all four subjects
examined, the percentage was higher
for men (34%) than for women (26%).
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43%-32% edge in science. By smaller
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margins, women were better prepared
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social sciences (61%-60%).
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more likely to be college ready in one
subject than in all four. More than
three-fourths (77% vs. 69% nationally)
of high schoolers were prepared for a
college English composition course.
However, that percentage was lower
in the three other areas: social science
(60% vs. 53%), college algebra (53%
vs. 43%), and college biology (37% vs.
28%). Combining all four subject areas yielded the 29% figure for fourcourse readiness.

Students exceed benchmarks in all four subjects.
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